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saints, which are represented by statues and pictures
in the churches. Some of the statues, such as the
one of the Blessed Virgin in the chuich of Sant*
Agostino in Rome, where expectant mothers go
every day to pray for their safety in childbirth, is
literally covered with jewels of all descriptions,
including valuable diadems, worth thousands of
pounds.
People .of the North are full of awe towards God,
and regard Divinity as something rather fax away,
whom they dare not approach except with the
greatest reverence. Naturally, I am only generalising
in saying this, for I know there are many who think
differently.   For the Southern races, and specially
for the Italians, God is a loving friend, always near
them, mixed up in their everyday life, and of whom
they ask every necessity, great or small;   and if
these favours are not granted, they are quite capable
of getting very annoyed with God, as they would
with one of themselves who did not do what they
wanted.    Originally it was just an avalanche of
reproaches,   which,   unhappily,   degenerated  into
blasphemy that so much shocked and horrified
everybody; though half the time the blasphemers
did not even realise what they were saying; it was
just a matter of habit in outbursts of ill temper.
Mussolini has succeeded in completely eradicating
blasphemy in all its forms.   As far as the actual
worshipping of God is concerned, one wonders if it
is not more pleasing to Him to be treated as a loving,
intimate friend, rather than as a great and powerful
Authority. There is something very touching in the
happy and familiar faith of the Italians, which is
perhaps missing in the religion of the Northerners.